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HAVING A BLAST

Dear Parents and Students of the Class of 2019,

First, congratulations on finishing the 2017-18 school year! I hope all of you enjoy your
summer and come back in August refreshed, focused and prepared for the joys and
challenges of 8th grade.

As you may know, part of the preparation for 8th Grade English Language Arts is summer
reading. Every student is required to read the novel 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens by
Steven Covey. The book’s content is fitting for this age group, and we will use it throughout
the school year to review good habits students should begin developing. Our discussions
and analysis in August and early September will benefit students in doing their personal
best not only inside the classroom, but outside as well.

Students will need to read one novel from the following Summer Reading List attached to
this packet. After choosing a book from the list, students will complete activities that focus
on the elements of plot, setting, theme, and characterization. This will set the foundation for
the year’s curriculum.

In addition to the summer reading, [ have attached “7™ Grade Fry Sight Words” students
should know before 8th grade. Students will need to review the list of words and fill out a
Vocabulary Cluster map for 4 words they least use in their daily language. Once students
come back from summer vacation, students will be expected to know these words and
tested on them the first week of school.

To be completely prepared for the start of the school year, the students need to arrive at
school with the following worksheets:

* The 7 Habits for Highly Effective Teens REFLECTION (see attached)
* Fluency CLUSTER MAP for 4 challenging words of your choice (see attached)
* PLOT ACTIVITY CHOICES (see attached)

These will be the first graded assignments for the year, so please make sure that they
are completed neatly and thoroughly.

The students have been briefed on these requirements and understand how to create a plot



diagram. The students will use their character notes to create character profiles once they
return to school. There will be a comprehension test on the novel as well.

Thank you for your time and support. The students will enjoy the novel and the analysis we
do in class. The theme of the story is relevant and the novel is a great opportunity to
prepare the students for the upcoming year.

Sincerely,
Ms. Evangelista
Junior High English /6% grade Homeroom

Email: jevangelista@stanthonygardena.org
Website: http://www.stanthonygardena.org/wp/sixth-grade/




8th Grade Summer Reading List

During summer break, students will need to choose one novel to read from the list below.
Take some time to research and review the books with your parents first before selecting a
book. I want you to get a book that’s perfect for you!

Assignment: Students are required to read one of the books below and complete two
reading activity tasks. This will be due the first day of school when we come back.
Directions regarding the activity choices can be found on the next page.

= The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by Boyne, John

= A Little Princess by Burnett, Frances Hodgson

= The Perilous Journey of the Donner Party by Calabro, Marian
= Ender’s Game by Card, Orson Scott

» The Red Badge of Courage by Crane, Stephen

= Gregor the Overlander by Collins, Suzanne

= The Dark is Rising by Cooper, Susan

= Mark Twain by Cox, Clinton

= Walk Two Moons by Creech, Sharon

= Sherlock Holmes Mysteries by Doyle, Arthur

= Johnny Tremain by Forbes, Esther

= Summer of My German Soldier by Greene, Bette

= Hoot by Haasen, Carl

= (lara Barton by Hamilton, Leni

= The Dark Frigate by Hawes, Charles

= Stormbreaker (Alex Rider series) by Horowitz, Anthony
= Across Five Aprils by Hunt, Irene

= No Promises in the Wind by Hunt, Irene

= Trumpeter of Krakow by Kelly, Eric

= The Story of My Life by Keller, Helen

= When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit by Kerr, Judith

* To Be a Slave by Lester, Julius

= White Fang by London, Jack

= A Night to Remember by Lord, Walter

» A Young Patriot by Murphy, Jim

= Sarah Bishop by O’Dell Scott

» Hangman’s Curse, Nightmare Academy by Peretti, Frank
» Harriet Tubman: Conductor... by Petry, Ann

= Mostly True Adventures of Homer P. Figg by Philbrick, Rodman
= The Yearling by Rawlings, Marjorie

= The Lightning Thief by Riordan, Rick

= Stargirl by Spinelli, Jerry

» Treasure Island by Stevenson, Robert Louis

= Chasing Lincoln’s Killer by Swanson, James

= Let the Circle be Unbroken by Taylor, Mildred

= Air Read-Pearl Harbor by Taylor, Theodored



Dicey’s Song by Voigt, Cynthia
Homecoming by Voigt, Cynthia

The Sword in the Stone by White, T.H.
Swiss Family Robinson by Wyss, Johann



Reading Task Choices

Incoming eighth graders will need to read one book of their choice from the reading list.
This book should NOT have been previously read. Students will take an AR quiz on this
book when they come back in addition to completing two of the reading tasks described
below. All of these components will count towards their 1st Trimester grades under
Reading/Literature. This must be submitted the first day of school.

This assignment may be typed or handwritten:
1. Read the book of your choosing from the 7th Grade Summer Reading List.
2. Out of the Reading Activity Menu below, you will choose two activities to complete-
a. Dear Abby
b. Morning Announcements
c. Word Cloud Collage
d. Trading Places
a. Dear Abby- Imagine that you are allowed to give one character some advice or words of
wisdom. Write a letter to one of the characters that offers them some wise advice that can
help them in the novel. Be sure to use specific evidence from the novel as support.
Your letter should include:
» Atleast one piece of advice or words of wisdom that would help out one of
the characters in the novel.
» An explanation of why this advice would help out the character.
» Textual evidence to help support your explanation. Evidence should be
specific information from the novel.
» Letter should be at least THREE paragraphs.

b. Morning Announcements- Imagine that your school is trying to encourage reading by
promoting a different book each morning during announcements. You have been selected
to write an announcement for the novel you just read. Create a one-minute advertisement
that will describe the novel and the reasons why other students at your school should read
the novel.

Your response should include:
» A one-minute advertisement that includes a brief description of the novel
and reasons why other students should read this novel.
» Reasons should include specific evidence from the text along with your own
personal insights/opinions on the novel.
» A catchy tagline that will help others remember the novel and hook them into
wanting to read the novel.

c. Word Cloud Collage- Create a Word Cloud Collage of words, phrases, and sentences from
the novel that describes the novel to someone who has never read it. You may select to
cover the entire novel or focus on a single element (character, setting, theme, etc.)

Your Word Cloud Collage should include:
» A minimum of 50 words (that includes word, phrases, and sentences) that
describes the novel or one element of the novel (character, setting theme,



etc.).
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encourage someone to read the novel.

Book title should be included in the Word Cloud Collage.
Entire page should be covered.
Eye-catching and neat design to draw in a potential reader. This should

d. Trading Places- Imagine that you wake up one morning and have become the main
character in the novel. What would you do differently in the novel? Use textual evidence to
explain why you would change things or keep them the same.

Your response should include:
» A detailed explanation of what you would do differently if you traded places
with the main character and why you would make those changes OR a
detailed explanation of what decisions/actions would stay the same and why
you did not want to make changes.
» Explanation should be supported with textual evidence and/or a personal
connection, opinion, or insight.
> Response should be at least one paragraph in length.

Uses Specific
Details from
book

Descriptive
Language

Specific
Activity
Requirements

Writing
Conventions

Absolutely
Awesome!

You have
successfully
incorporated 3 or
more specific
details from the
reading.
= Every word
“wows” me!
= Very vivacious
(lively,
spirited,
animated)
voice used!
Directions were
read carefully and
all requirements
are present!

= Spell checked

= Punctuation is
flawless

= Book titles
underlined

Bravo! Still
Pretty Great!

You have
successfully
incorporated 2
specific details
from the reading.

= A wonderful
way with many
words

= | value your
voice in most
spots.

Directions were
read carefully and
most
requirements are
present!
= Afew
misspellings
= Punctuation is
almost flawless
= Book titles
underlined

Could be MUCH
Better

You have
successfully
incorporated 1
specific detail
from the reading.

= Both weak and
wonderful
words

= | value your
voice in a few
spots.

Directions were
followed mostly,
but something is
missing.

= Many
misspellings

= Punctuation is
somewhat
flawed

= Book titles not
underlined

Do-over for
half credit

You did not use
any specific
details from the
reading.

= Why all the
weak word
choice?
= Vapid
(uninteresting,
unimaginative)
voice?
Incomplete in too
many ways.

= Poor spelling

= Very flawed
use of
punctuation

= Book titles not
underlined




7™ GRADE FRY SIGHT WORDS

Africa, already, although, amount, angle, appear, bear,
beat, bottom, bright, broken, build, century, consonant,
copy, couldn’t, count, cross, dictionary, died, either,
everyone, everything, exactly, factors, fight, fingers,
floor, fraction, French, gold, hair, hill, hole, hope,
instead, iron, jumped, Killed, laughed, lead, let’s,
melody, metal, method, middle, milk, moment, nation,
natural, outside, per, phrase, poor, possible, pounds,
pushed, quiet, quite, remain, result, ride, rolled, salil,
scale, section, sleep, smiled, snow, soil, solve, someone,
speak, speed, spring, stone, surprise, tall, temperature,
themselves, tiny, type, village, within, wonder
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- Vocabulary Cluster Map 2

Directions: Place the required information in the areas as indicated.
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